
 

 

 



 

 

 

GUEST INFORMATION 
 
Welcome to Two Rivers Parish, a partnership of Christ Community Lutheran and 
St. Michael Lutheran! It is a joy to worship with you on this day. 
 

We believe God invites you to the table.  Holy Communion is for all the baptized, 
regardless of age. If walking is difficult for you, we will bring the Lord’s Supper to your 
seat. If you are not communing, we still invite you to come up for a blessing. 
 

We believe worship should be accessible for all. Standing and kneeling happen 
throughout the worship service, which can be difficult for some. Rest assured that 
you are still worshipping fully with the community when you sit through these parts. 
 

We believe children belong in worship. Children’s worship kits and instructions are 
available in the hallway so kids can take part in worship.  If a child becomes restless, 
it’s okay, because that’s what kids do. If you feel you need to take your child out of 
the service for a cooldown, we encourage them to return to worship as soon as they 
are ready. 
 

We believe God calls us to pray as a community.  Prayer requests may be made 
during the week by calling or emailing the church office. On Sundays, please write 
your prayer requests in the Prayer Request Book near the worship space entrance. 
 

We believe God calls us to be welcoming to all.  Being in a new place can be nerve-
wracking to say the least.  If you are unsure where something is or how something 
goes, please ask.  We want you to feel welcome.  Restroom facilities are located just 
down the hallway. 
 

Bulletin Notes 
The worship service is printed fully in this bulletin, so there is no need to flip back and 
forth to a hymnal.  The pastor will also give instructions during the service. 
 

Abbreviations 
P: Pastor   
A: Assisting Minister  
L: Lector  
C:  Congregational Response 
 
 
Sundays and Seasons v.20240218.1335. Copyright ©2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006018. Hymns reprinted under license #A-731474 from OneLicense.net. New 
Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used with permission. All rights reserved. 
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7TH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
The gospel for Easter’s seventh Sunday is always taken from the long prayer Jesus prays 
for his followers in John’s gospel on the night before his death, and always includes 
Jesus’ desire that his followers will be one as he and the Father are one. This oneness is 
not mere doctrinal agreement or institutional unity, but mutual abiding, interpenetrating 
life, mutual love, and joy. This oneness is the work of the Spirit whom we have received 
but also await. Come, Holy Spirit! 

 

T GATHERING T 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                      

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Please stand as you are able.  All may make the sign of the cross, marked upon us at baptism. 
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 
 

P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and 
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

C: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the 
waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you 
took delight.  

 

P: Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the 
sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son 
was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word 
you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and 
servants of all. 

C: We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise 
you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and 
renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

 

P: To you be given honor and praise through our risen Lord, Jesus Christ, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  
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GATHERING HYMN ALLELUIA! SING TO JESUS ELW 392 
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GREETING       
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray.  
 Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful 

name of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit transform us and your 
beloved world, that we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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T WORD T 
 

FIRST READING- ACTS 1:15-17, 21-26 
In the days between Jesus’ ascension and Pentecost, Peter oversees the process whereby 
one of the members of the community of believers is chosen to be the twelfth apostle, in 
order to fill the vacancy created by Judas’s treachery and death.  

 

A:  A reading from Acts. 
 

15In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered 
about one hundred twenty persons) and said, 16“Friends, the scripture had to be 
fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became 
a guide for those who arrested Jesus—17for he was numbered among us and was 
allotted his share in this ministry.” 21So one of the men who have accompanied us 
during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from the 
baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these must 
become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 23So they proposed two, Joseph called 
Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. 24Then they prayed and 
said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have 
chosen 25to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned 
aside to go to his own place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on 
Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles. 
 

A: The Word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 1  
 1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 
  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
 2Their delight is in the law of the LORD, 
  and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.  
 3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, 
  with leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper. 
 4It is not so with the wicked; 
  they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
 5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 
  nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
 6For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 
  but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.  
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SECOND READING- 1 JOHN 5:9-13 
God has borne witness to the gift of eternal life in Jesus Christ. Whoever believes in the Son 
of God believes in the witness of God and has the promise of eternal life.  

 

A:  A reading from 1 John. 
 

9If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the 
testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. 10Those who believe in the Son of 
God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made 
him a liar by not believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his 
Son. 11And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son. 12Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not 
have life.13I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so 
that you may know that you have eternal life. 

 

A: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

Please stand as you are able. 
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GOSPEL- JOHN 17:6-19 
In this reading the church hears Jesus’ words on the night before his death—his prayer for 
his disciples and for all who would believe in him through their words.  

 

P:    The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 17th chapter. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

 [Jesus prayed:] 6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from 
the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your 
word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words 
that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in 
truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on 
their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you 
gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have 
been glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the 
world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have 
given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 12While I was with them, I protected 
them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was 
lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13But 
now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have 
my joy made complete in themselves. 14I have given them your word, and the world 
has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to 
the world. 15I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect 
them from the evil one. 16They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to 
the world. 17Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18As you have sent me into 
the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19And for their sakes I sanctify myself, 
so that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you O Christ. 
 
 

SERMON  Rev. Joshua Knutson                       
Please be seated.  Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                                                OH, LOVE, HOW DEEP                                                   ELW 322 

Please stand as you are able. 
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NICENE CREED 
A: With the whole church, let us confess our faith with the words of the Nicene 

Creed: 
C: We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
   he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
   and became truly human. 
   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
   he suffered death and was buried. 
   On the third day he rose again 
   in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Please kneel or stand as you are able for the prayers. 
A: Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the 

church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 
A: God of all, you sanctify us in your truth; your word is truth. Send us your church 

out into the world to spread your love and joy. Embolden all bishops, pastors, 
and deacons to be faithful ministers of your word and sacraments. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
A: God of all, your creation groans under the strain of pollution. Preserve melting 

glaciers and dwindling forests. Bolster those who work for climate justice and 
help us all to be good and faithful stewards of your creation. Give us a passion 
for the world that sustains us. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
A: God of all, your people seek wisdom, understanding, and peace. Guide all those 

who govern and inspire them to work on behalf of the most vulnerable in our 
midst. Keep safe first responders, those serving in the military, and those whose 
duty it is to protect others. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
A: God of all, your children need your loving care. Protect them from all harm and 

danger. Comfort those in any affliction, support those who grieve, and bring 
solace to those near death. We remember especially all on our prayer list and 
those we name now, aloud or in the silence of our hearts. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
A: God of all, your Spirit lives within us here. Inspire the work of this congregation 

and unite us as one. Bless all the mothers in our midst, console those for whom 
this day is difficult, and gather us all under the care of your loving wings. God of 
grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
A: God of all, your saints dwell with you in light. Keep us ever thankful for those who 

have gone before us in faith and inspire us by their witness. Help us to run the 
race set before us until the day when all are gathered again in your kingdom. God 
of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: All these things and whatever else you see that we need, grant us, Merciful God, 

for the sake of him who died and rose again, and now lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.   
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 
Please stand as you are able.   
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
The people greet others with a sign of Christ’s peace. Please be seated. 

 

T MEAL T 

OFFERING 
Worshipers may place offerings into the plate near the door or give using the QR code on the back page. 
 

OFFERING HYMN LET THE VINEYARDS ELW 182 
Please stand as you are able.   

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Let us pray.  

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with 
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous 
hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen.  
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
PREFACE 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…The presiding minister continues with the 

appointed preface for the day…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P: Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
 Your mercy is everlasting 
  and your faithfulness endures from age to age.  
 Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.  
 Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.  
 Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.  
 Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness  
  to the land of milk and honey.  
 Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.  
 Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.  
 Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
  

  In the night in which he was betrayed, 
   our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
   broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
   and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
   shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

P: With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we 
proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P: O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts 
of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 

C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P: Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ 
for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, 
and love. 

C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P: With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with 
sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
   who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
P: The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat 

at God’s table. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
  



 
 

T Two Rivers Parish  Easter | 17 
 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

 
TABLE BLESSING 
Please stand. 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C: Amen. 
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CANTICLE THANKFUL HEARTS AND VOICES RAISE ELW 204 

 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray.  
 Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer 

darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. 
Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your 
glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

 

T SENDING T 
BENEDICTION 
P: Almighty God, Father, T Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C:   Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  THINE THE AMEN ELW 826 
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DISMISSAL 
A: Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

A: Go in peace. Serve our risen Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE 
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UNITED IN CHRIST 
 

The concept of the Trinity, one God, three in one, one in three, can be a little hard, 
sometimes, to get ahold of. But perhaps what scripture’s witness to the Trinity boils down 
to is this: Jesus is in constant communication, continual, active relationship with the 
Father. The Father is in constant communication, continual, active relationship with the 
Son. And the Spirit is in and with and between both, always its own presence, but always, 
nonetheless, one in active relationship, one in ceaseless communication, with both the 
Father and the Son. Jesus prays that we may be “one” in the same fashion. 
 

Conflict happens in the body of Christ all the time. Sometimes it is over matters of great 
significance: how we read scripture, how we are to conduct our lives, how the church is to 
think and act as it comes head-to-head with the constant pull and tug of the culture within 
and around it. Sometimes the conflict is personal. We resist the neighbor, and worse, out 
of hurt, anger, and anxiety. Sometimes the conflict can seem to be over a matter of pure 
nonsense: which way pickles should be sliced, and why they should be sliced that way. 
Where and how, then, is our hope of being “one,” as our Lord has so prayed? 
 

It is in this: whatever our conflict, we belong to one another. Whatever our conflict, we are 
called to work at staying in active relationship, honest communication. We are not one, 
finally, when the issues between us wane, or cease. We are one because the Lord of life 
holds us together in the promise of his love even when powerful forces, at one and the same 
time, pull us apart. We are one because the body and blood of Christ have been given to 
each of us, and all of us. 
 
 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

David Bowers; Paul & Marion Conover; Edwin Dodge; Mary Garrick; Snookie Ham;  
Margaret Harrell; Roy Jones; Gary LeCroy; Barbara Moyer; Karen Roberts; Lillian Tanner 

 
Thelma Adams; Sheree Alberrs; Clare Barstow; Keith Barstow; Christa Bennett; Sheila Burns; 
Sidney Brown; Cathie Butler; Claudia Carbonell; Jill Coats; Ron Cribb; Sonya Darden; Mikey 
Duke; Marsha D; Dolorous Dukes; Tyrell Ellison; Robert Farman; Jim Freeman; Laura Freeman; 
Ranson Freeman; Cheyenne Gibson; Gail Godesky; Kyle Hampton; Margie Hampton; Jamie 
Harris; Isabella Jones; Amanda Keifer; Sandra Linville; Tom Mannisto; Byron McClellan, Bryson 
McClellan; Carla McDonald; Don Mathews; Stacey Morgenweck; Ginny Peck; Shirley Reed; 
Henry Reinsburrow; Eunice Roberts; Kyle Roberts; Machelle Scott; Pam Shelton; Bob Shiers; 
Robin Smith; Darlene & Brian Smoly; Mekia White; Jack Wilson; Bob Winters; Vinnie Young. 
 



 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

12 
7TH SUNDAY OF 

EASTER 
 

MOTHER’S DAY 
 

9:00 AM  
Worship (CCL)  
 

11:30 AM  
Worship (SMLC) 
 

  

13 
9:00 AM  
Pastor’s Office 
Hours (CCL)  
 

8:00 PM  
AA/Al-Ateen 
(SMLC)  
 
  

14 
MATTHIAS, 

APOSTLE 
 

9:00 AM  
Pastor’s Office 
Hours (CCL)  
 

2:00 pm 
Vision Team 
Meeting (CCL)  
  

15 
9:00 AM  
Pastor’s Office 
Hours (SMLC)  
 

4:00 pm  
Confirmation 
(SMLC) 
 

6:30 pm  
Prayer Circle 
(Zoom) 
 

7:00 pm  
Bible Study 
(Zoom) 
  

16 
9:00 AM  
Pastor’s Office 
Hours (SMLC)  
 

8:00 PM  
AA/Al-Ateen 
(SMLC)   

17 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

18 
VIGIL OF 

PENTECOST 
  

 

PRAYER CIRCLE & BIBLE STUDY 
Christians believe God calls us to intentional prayer and Bible study. That’s why we gather each 
Wednesday on Zoom to pray and learn more about the Bible and our faith. Prayer Circle starts at 6:30 PM 
and our Bible study on the Gospel of Mark starts at 7:00 PM. Even if you have never joined in before, now 
is a great time to start. Just use the link that Pastor Josh sends out by email each week or check the home 
page on the church website. 
 

CAUSE OF THE MONTH 
During May and June, both CCL and SMLC will support different Causes of the Month. CCL will be helping 
meet the needs at Neighbors Together. SMLC’s collection will benefit St. Stephens Growth and 
Development. Both are very important causes for our community, so if you have a few dollars on your way 
out of church, please drop them in the basket. 
 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 
Next Sunday is Pentecost, which is the celebration of the Holy Spirit being poured out on the disciples and 
the birth of the Church. If you are able to wear red, please do. It will be an especially important day at St. 
Michael as we celebrate the Affirmation of Baptism for LeCroy, Jackson, and Barrett. Please try to be here 
to support and celebrate them as they take the next step in their faith journey. 
 

PRAYER LIST 
If you have names on the Prayer List, please make sure you update the office about their condition. We do 
not want to remove anyone who still needs prayer, but we do want to keep current. 
 

 
 
 ST. MICHAEL LUTHERAN OFFERING LINK  

CHRIST COMMUNITY OFFERING LINK → 


